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Bring history home and meet some of the world's greatest game changers! Get inspired by the
true story of the author of Harry Potter--the bestselling book series of all time! This biography
series is for kids who loved Who Was? and are ready for the next level.On July 22, 2008, J. K.
Rowling shattered world records. With 8.3 million books sold in the US alone within a day of its
release, the last installment in the Harry Potter series seemed like a thing of magic. From a
childhood spent telling stories to writing the first Harry Potter book in cafés while her baby slept,
J. K. Rowling's life is a tale of imagination and dedication. Find out how this girl who loved
fantasy blazed a trail in children's books!Trailblazers is a biography series that celebrates the
lives of amazing pioneers, past and present, from all over the world. Get inspired by more
Trailblazers: Neil Armstrong, Jackie Robinson, Jane Goodall, Harriet Tubman, Albert Einstein,
Beyoncé, and Simone Biles. What kind of trail will you blaze?

“The “Trailblazers” series is the next step up from the “Who Is?” titles, in terms of the length and
the depth of information.” —School Library JournalAbout the AuthorCATH SENKER has written
more than 160 books for children of all ages, from history, biography, global and social issues to
world religions, human geography and environmental topics. --This text refers to the library
edition.
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On Friday, July 21, 2007, a long line of little witches and wizards were waiting for the clock to
strike midnight. They had been outside a Barnes & Noble store in New York City for hours,
clutching their wands. Younger ones were napping in sleeping bags while older fans discussed
popular Harry Potter characters, played games, and munched snacks. Something magical was
about to happen.The doors to the bookstore swung open, and there it was: Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows, the final volume of the series. Cheers rippled down the line, and elated children
entered the shop one by one to purchase their copies. A journey of discovery awaited every
reader. What would happen in the final showdown between seventeen-year-old Harry Potter and
his mortal enemy, Voldemort?In cities around the world, as the clock chimed midnight in each
time zone, bookstores opened their doors for launch parties—a tradition that had started with



the launch of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire in 2000. An estimated 800,000 people
worldwide celebrated the publication of their new favorite book at a store. And then, arriving
home in the early hours, they climbed into bed and began to read, desperate to learn how the
adventure would end.July 22, 2007THE NEW YORK TIMESRECORD-BREAKING BOOK
SALESEleven million copies of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows sell within 24 hours.So why
were thousands of children lining up at bookstores at midnight dressed as Harry, Hermione, and
Ron? The enormous crowds that gathered outside stores worldwide were there because of one
special writer: J. K. Rowling. She had created the magic of Harry Potter, which had captured
readers’ imaginations in a way few books did at the turn of the twenty-first century. Over ten
years, J. K. Rowling had worked fast and furiously to bring out a new volume almost every year.
Young people—and adults, too—rushed to grab each new book in the series the moment it was
published. Children who had never before been interested in reading were racing through her
thick books and passing them along to their friends. Everyone was talking about the boy
wizard.Fantasy WorldsOf course, popular children’s fantasy books had existed before. In the
1930s and 1940s, British author J. R. R. Tolkien wrote The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. In
The Lord of the Rings, various peoples of Middle Earth—among them dwarves, men, elves, and
hobbits—are drawn into a struggle to destroy a magic ring and overcome the power of the evil
Lord Sauron.Later, many children grew up with the Narnia series by C. S. Lewis, published in the
1950s. Like the Harry Potter series, the Chronicles of Narnia comprise seven books in which
children visit a hidden realm with talking animals and magic. In the bestselling title of the series,
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, four children living in a dusty old country house discover
a wardrobe that is a gateway to the magical land of Narnia. Similarly, in the Harry Potter books,
the invisible barrier at Platform 9¾ at King’s Cross station leads students into a parallel
world.The Narnia books and The Lord of the Rings became classics and were still popular in the
1990s. But children were reading less than those of earlier generations did. A wider variety of
entertainment, from TV to movies to video games, was available. Teachers worried that children
were less interested in reading than in other activities. The time was ripe for a new generation of
fantasy stories. Yet becoming the next Tolkien or C. S. Lewis would not be easy.Looking at
Joanne Rowling in the mid-1990s, it was difficult to believe she would become that author. She
was a single mother caring for her daughter, Jessica. Many single parents with young children
lived in poverty then, and still do today. Unless they have friends or family members to help look
after their children, it is very difficult for single parents to get a job. Some are able to work from
home, but raising children takes a lot of time and energy, so the parent has little spare time. In
the United Kingdom, single parents who cannot go out to work receive some welfare benefits—a
small sum of money from the government for rent, bills, and food. Joanne had to survive on
those benefits.With little money, Joanne could afford only the basics. She and Jessica lived in a
tiny apartment in Edinburgh, Scotland. It was cramped, cold, and uncomfortable, and Joanne
could not bear to stay at home. Every day, she took Jessica out and scribbled the story of Harry
Potter in a café while her baby napped. How could she ever have imagined she would be the first



novelist to become a billionaire?Harry Potter’s tale begins during summer vacation when he is
eleven years old and, like most other British children, preparing to put on a new uniform and go
to the local public school. But unlike many others, Harry is an orphan, living with his uncle and
aunt and his cousin Dudley, who see him as an unwanted burden. However, Harry is no ordinary
boy existing in the normal world of the non-magical people, or Muggles. He is a wizard, born to
witch and wizard parents who were murdered when he was a baby. Harry is invited to join
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, where he learns about the secret parallel world of
magical beings, displays a natural talent for the sport of Quidditch, and makes friends for the first
time in his life. His friends include Hermione Granger, who is highly intelligent, and Ron Weasley,
one of the youngest of a large wizarding family, who is living in the shadow of his elder siblings.
The trio become embroiled in challenges and adventures far outside the wizarding curriculum.At
boarding school, Harry, Ron, and Hermione get to know each other because they are in the
same house, Gryffindor. Many schools in the United Kingdom divide students into houses that
compete against each other in sports and other activities. J. K. Rowling devised four Hogwarts
houses, each with its own character. A magic Sorting Hat separates the young witches and
wizards, assigning each to the house that best suits their personality on arrival. The students live
in their house dormitories, attend many of their lessons together, and form deep and lasting frien
dships.GRYFFINDORcourage,bravery,determinationSLYTHERINambition,cunningHUFFLEPUF
Fpatience,loyalty,hard workRAVENCLAWlearning,humorTo outsiders, the publishing world might
seem as hard to enter as Hogwarts School is for Muggles. Getting your first novel in print is a
complicated business. Publishers have ideas about what kind of story will work, and authors
need to present the right kind of tale at the right time. Joanne had heard that children’s authors
should avoid male heroes and that adventures set in boarding schools were unfashionable. They
had been popular earlier in the twentieth century but now felt out-of-date. Children’s books were
usually short; writers tried to make sure they were no longer than 45,000 words.J. K. Rowling
broke all those rules. For her, boarding school was the ideal setting for her boy hero’s story about
friendship—and the first volume was nearly 77,000 words long.
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(Time for Kids(r) Nonfiction Readers)



Demko, “Great book, just a few inaccuracies. Packed with information. great for kids and adults.
Love the illustrations. If you're a Rowling fan i'd check this out. Just a few things, however. The
Philosopher's Stone was just shy of 77000 words, not 90000. It mentions a few of her homes but
misses a key one (won't say where for obvious reasons). In terms of court cases, there was no
mention of The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy and striking similarities between the stories. I'm not
sure there was a court case but the similarities should have been mentioned as there are too
many for it to be coincidental.”

The book by Cath Senker has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 10 people have provided feedback.
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